
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1053June 14, 2002
Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege today to rec-

ognize the courage and service of Chief Chan-
dler. His selfless sacrifice, hard work and dedi-
cation to his community are an example to us
all. The people of Dallas and the surrounding
communities are blessed to have his leader-
ship and commitment to our neighborhoods.

Chief, you have my admiration and support
as you protect our Great State in the fight for
freedom.

God bless you and God bless America.
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Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to introduce a common sense
piece of legislation to help our military retirees.
As my colleagues know, service members and
their families will move many times in a typical
military career. These permanent changes of
station or PCS often involve considerable ad-
ditional expense, including the loss of rental
deposits, connecting and disconnecting utili-
ties, and wear and tear on household goods.

To help defray these additional costs, Con-
gress in 1955 adopted the payment of a spe-
cial allowance—a dislocation allowance. This
was done to recognize that duty station
changes and resultant household relocations
are due to the personnel management deci-
sions of the armed forces and not the indi-
vidual service members. This amount was in-
creased in 1986 and again in recent years.
This is an important benefit for our military
members.

However, as important as this benefit is,
there is a category of service members who
are not eligible to receive the dislocation al-
lowance—the military retiree. This is despite
the fact a vast number are subject to the
same expenses as their active duty counter-
part. In August 2000, the Marine Corps Ser-
geant Major Symposium recommended the
payment of dislocation allowances to retiring
members, who in the opinion of the Sergeants
Major, bear the same financial consequences
on relocating as those still on active service.

Military retirees must often seek employ-
ment not knowing what opportunities exist in
the civilian world, where those opportunities
are located, what the pay will be, or what pos-
sibilities are available for spousal employment.
Retirees are sometimes faced with the pro-
spective employers who offer less wages
knowing they are in receipt of retirement pay,
and falsely believing that retirees don’t need
the same salary as civilians for the same posi-
tion. Additionally, the military retiree will have
to meet the same financial demands for mort-
gages, insurance, taxes, and food on a small-
er income.

For those reasons, I am introducing the Mili-
tary Retiree Dislocation Assistance Act. This
legislation would help ease the transition into
retirement by amending 37 USC § 407 to au-
thorize the payment of a dislocation allowance
to all members of the armed forces retiring or
transferring to an inactive duty status such as
the Fleet Reserve or Fleet Marine Reserve.
The vast majority of these retirees have given
our Nation over 20 years of dedicated service.

They have helped protect the very freedoms
we all hold dear. Rather than simply pushing
them out the door upon retirement, we should
reward their service by providing modest as-
sistance for their final change of station move.
That is exactly what Military Retiree Disloca-
tion Assistance Act does.
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Mr. Florus Williams who
passed away in April. Mr. Williams, a highly
decorated community member for many years,
is survived by his wife of 63 years, Frances,
four children, 20 grandchildren, and 17 great-
grandchildren.

Mr. Williams was born in Fresno, CA, on
January 2, 1916, but he lived in Pacific Grove,
in my district, for 79 years. He served on the
Pacific Grove City Council from 1971 to 1986
and served as mayor of Pacific Grove from
1976 to 1986. Mr. Williams also served as
foreman of the Monterey County Grand Jury
from 1987 to 1988 and was a member of Ma-
sonic Lodge 331 in Pacific Grove. He was
also a recipient of the Masons’s Hiram Award
for his excellent service to the community.

Mr. Williams was known for his firm convic-
tions. He truly believed in his work, and
worked to improve the quality of life on the
Central Coast. His admirable career of public
service was dedicated to the citizens of Pacific
Grove, and his contributions have made a sig-
nificant impact. I, along with the Central Coast
community, would like to honor the life of Mr.
Florus Williams, whose dedication and con-
tributions will be greatly missed.
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the memory of a great American,
Gino J. Merli of Peckville, PA. Mr. Merli
passed away Tuesday at the age of 78, and
with his passing, we have lost a true American
hero.

I would like to insert here the two articles
which appeared in the Scranton Times and
Tribune on Wednesday about Mr. Merli, who
exemplified the best of America’s ‘‘Greatest
Generation.’’

WWII HERO GINO MERLI DIES

(By David Falchek)

Gino Merli didn’t embrace fame or his role
of war hero.

Yet he accepted them as he lived his life,
with a sense of duty.

So the man who rarely talked about the
event that earned him the Medal of Honor
responded to every letter praising him for
his heroic deeds.

Mr. Merli died Tuesday at his Peckville
home. He was 78.

On the night of Sept. 4, 1944, Army Pvt.
Merli was manning a machine gun when Ger-
man forces attacked near Sars la Bruyere,
Belgium. The outnumbered U.S. forces began
their retreat, but Pvt. Merli held his posi-
tion, providing cover fire. Under attack with
his fellow soldiers dying around him, he
played possum.

When the Germans turned their attention
to the retreating men, Pvt. Merli rose from
the ground and fired, repeating the ploy
again and again.

When he returned from World War II, his
duty became serving other veterans. For 34
years, he was an adjudication officer at the
VA Medical Center in Plains Township.

When veterans, unaware of Mr. Merli’s
record, talked about their war experiences,
he never mentioned his own.

‘‘He never put himself or his experiences
against anyone else’s,’’ explained friend and
Marine veteran Ike Refice. ‘‘You never saw
him point to himself or say ‘Look at me. I
have this medal.’ ’’

Not much changed in the time since he re-
ceived a hero’s welcome in Scranton in 1945
or walked the beaches of Normandy with
Tom Brokaw in 1984.

In 1945, he told a cheering crowd of 500 peo-
ple at the Hotel Casey that he’d ‘‘rather be
on the battlefield any day than make a
speech.’’

Yet, in a letter he sent to admirers, he
wrote that he may have been motivated by
‘‘my dead buddies or my hatred of war.’’

NBC News anchor and author Tom Brokaw
remembers Mr. Merli always talking of other
soldiers, rather than himself.

‘‘He was a reluctant warrior, full of mod-
esty and humility,’’ Mr. Brokaw said. ‘‘The
fact that he went to a church and prayed for
men he had killed through the night was
typical of him.’’

Mr. Merli was an inspiration for Mr.
Brokaw’s book ‘‘The Greatest Generation.’’
The two met often. When Mr. Brokaw began
writing his book about ordinary people doing
extraordinary things, he said he was think-
ing about Gino Merli.

‘‘I came to love him,’’ Mr. Brokaw said.
Mr. Merli helped change how local people

defined ‘‘American.’’
During World War II, Italy’s alignment

with Axis countries stoked anti-Italian and
antiimmigrant sentiments. Italian Ameri-
cans often found their patriotism questioned.

Gino Merli’s heroics helped many in
Lackawanna County see beyond ethnicity,
said his son, Gino Merli Jr.

‘‘When people saw my father come home
and heard what he did, it changed their per-
ception about what it means to be Amer-
ican,’’ he said. ‘‘People saw the first- and
second-generation immigrants sacrificing
life and limb for the United States and for
freedom.’’

In 1994, Mr. Refice and Mr. Merli visited
Europe to retrace their steps through Eu-
rope. Oddly, the rural area where Mr. Merli
held back Nazi troops was unchanged.

They met a Belgian man who, at the age of
16, watched Mr. Merli confound the Nazis
again and again. During their visit, the town
put a monument in the village common
thanking Mr. Merli.

In his final days, he still shied away from
speeches. But he did like to stand before a
crowd for one purpose, Mr. Refice said. He
enjoyed leading a crowd in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Lately, Parkinson’s disease and a heart
ailment held him back.

As a final encore last Saturday, the His-
tory Channel showed Roger Mudd’s special
on the Big Red One, the first infantry divi-
sion, which featured Mr. Merli.

In letters he sent to admirers, Mr. Merli
wrote:
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